[Study of oligosaccharides in human urothelial membrane by means of lectins].
We have used four lectins (PHA-L, HPA, RCA-120 and PNA) to characterise the oligosaccharides present in the membrane of the different cell layers of the human vesical urothelium, obtained from 27 normal biopsies of vesical mucus. In all the patients studied the PHA-L and HPA lectins showed an affinity for all the urothelial layers, and a progressive increase in fluorescence is observed from the basal to the surface stratum. The pattern observed when using lectin RCA-120 was a positive marking of all the urothelial layers studied, with a homogeneous intensity in all of them. The PNA lectin did not show reactivity to the normal urothelium in none of the cases studied. We comment on the applications of this type of study both for characterizing the glycid composition of the urothelial cell membrane and for ascertaining its variations in accordance with cell differentiation.